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Topic: Articles – A, An & The 

 

Note: Exercises to be 

done in the notebook 

                                      Articles – A, An & The 

An article is a word that modifies or describes the noun.        

 It is used before the noun to show whether it refers to  

something specific or not. Basically, an article is an adjective.  

Like adjectives, articles modify nouns. 

English has two articles: ‘the’ and ‘a/an’. ‘The’ is used to refer to specific or particular nouns; 

‘a’/’an’ is used to modify non-specific or non-particular nouns.  

We call,                                         

‘the’ - definite article   

‘a’/ ‘an’ - indefinite article                                                                                               

 

*For example, if we say- 

 "Let's read the book."  

It means a specific book.  

*If we say- 

"Let's read a book." 

 It means any book rather than a specific book. 

‘The’ is used to refer to a specific or particular member of a group.  

*For example,  

"I just saw the most popular movie of the year."  

There are many movies, but only one particular movie is the most popular. Therefore, we use 

‘the’. 
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‘A/an’ is used to refer to a non-specific or non-particular member of the group.  

*For example,  

"I would like to go to see a movie."  

Here, we're not talking about a specific movie. We're talking about any movie. 

 

Exercise I. 

 

Complete the following exercise with ‘a’ / ‘an’ articles. Put ‘X’ where no article is needed. 

1. I have ____ two sisters and ___ brother. My brother has ___ son. That makes me ___ uncle. 

2. Would you like ___ orange? Or would you prefer ___ banana? We also have ___ strawberries. 

3. Does anyone have ___ cell phone? I need to make ___ emergency phone call. 

4. Larry doesn't own __ car. He rides ___ motorcycle to work. 

5. Today, you ate ___ ice cream cone, ___ piece of pizza, a burrito and ___ doughnuts. That's not 

exactly a healthy diet. 

6. Let's go to see ___ movie. There's ___ adventure film that I have really been wanting to see. 

7. Is there ___ Internet cafe around here? I need to send __ important email. 

8. Instead of making ___ traditional turkey for ‘Thanksgiving’ dinner, she baked ___ enormous 

chicken. 

9. It looks like it is going to be ___ rainy day. You should take ___ umbrella. 

10. Phil and Debbie took an amazing vacation to Switzerland last year. They even climbed __ 

mountain near Lucerne. 
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Exercise II 

 

Fill in the blanks with suitable articles. 

1. Italy is __ European country. 

2. They grumbled ___ little about having to wait. 

3. Please pass ____chocolate syrup. 

4. He bought ___ ice-cream. 

5. I first met him ___ year ago. 

6. I went to ___ hospital to see my friend. 

7.  His uncle is ___ M.L.A. 

8. He is ___ honour to his profession. 

9. The court imposed ___ heavy penalty. 

10. January is ___ first month of the year. 
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11. Few pupils gave ___ right answer. 

12. There is ___ hourly bus service on this route. 

13. The proposal was accepted by ___ unanimous vote. 

14. Singapore is ___ island. 

15. ___ honest man is the noblest work of God. 

16.  ___ apple a day keeps the doctor away. 

17.  ___ honorary secretary is one who is not paid for his services. 

18.  Iron is ___ useful metal. 

19. English is ___ language of the people of England. 

20. I bought ___ horse, ___ ox and ___ buffalo. 

 

                                                           MIND MAP - ARTICLES 

 

 

Useful Web Resources:  

https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5f16333091c304001bd3ccff/articles-a-an-the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBrUgUpjMjU  ARTICLES 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvUovAi9eQU  online exercises 
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