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Work Sheet – A THING OF BEAUTY- John Keats
Class: XII                                               		                 Sub: ENGLISH                           	

I. Reference to context:  
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow.

1. “A thing of beauty is a joy forever
    Its loveliness increases, it will never
    Pass into nothingness; but will keep
    A bower quiet for us and a sleep
    Full of sweet dreams and health and quiet breathing.”
(a) How does a thing of beauty remain a joy forever?
(b) Mention any two sources of joy which a thing, of beauty provides to us.
(c) Explain, “never pass into nothingness.”
(d) What is meant by ‘bower’?
2. “Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing
      A flowery band to bind us to the earth,
     Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth
     Of noble natures, of the gloomy days,
     Of all the unhealthy and o’er-darkened ways
     Made for our searching:”
(a) What are the flowery bands that bind us to the Earth?
(b) What message do the above lines convey? 
(c) Why is there an “inhuman dearth of noble natures”?
(d) What do you understand by “unhealthy and o’er-darkened ways”?

3. “Some shape of beauty moves away the pall
      From our dark spirits,”
(a) How does beauty help us when we are burdened with grief?
(b) Explain; “Some shape of beauty.”
(c) Identify the figure of speech in the above lines.
(d) Why are our spirits referred to as ‘dark’?

4. “And such too is the grandeur of the dooms
     We have imagined for the mighty dead;
     All lovely tales that we have heard or read;
     An endless fountain of immortal drink,
     Pouring unto us from heaven’s brink”
(a) Who are the ‘mighty dead’? How do we know about them?
(b) What images does the poet use to convey that beauty is everlasting?
(c) What is the effect of the immortal drink?
(d) Write the words from the extract which mean
(i) stories             (ii) magnificence

II. Short Answer Type Questions (30-40 Words)
1. How do beautiful things help us to live a happy life? 
2. What does Keats consider an endless fountain of immortal drink and why does he call its drink immortal? 
3. According to Keats, what spreads the pall of despondence over our dark spirits? How is it removed? 
4. How does a thing of beauty provide shelter and comfort? 
5. What makes human beings love life in spite of troubles and sufferings?  
6. Why is ‘grandeur’ associated with the mighty dead? 
7. What is the message of the poem, ‘A thing of beauty’? 
8.What images does the poet use to describe the beautiful bounty of the Earth? 

III. Long Answer Type Questions
1. Analyse the myth of Endymion in the context of the poem.
2. Explain ‘An endless fountain of immortal drink’.
3. Explain ‘A thing of beauty is a joy forever’.
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