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SUMMARY

In this short story by O. Henry, the two main characters - policeman Jimmy Wells
and outlaw 'Silky' Bob. At one time, the two had been as close as brothers.
However, once Bob left to pursue his fortunes in the West, the two eventually lost
touch. Nevertheless, they had promised to meet each other in 20 years, to the hour,
after their last dinner together at the same spot in New York City. Twenty years
later, Bob is waiting outside where the restaurant once stood when he and Jimmy
parted ways; the latter, who is now a policeman, comes upon him while he is
walking his beat. After hearing Bob's story about the friends' pledge to meet up
again and watching him light up a cigar, Jimmy recognizes it is Bob. He also
realizes his old friend is a fugitive from Chicago, whom he had seen earlier on a
police bulletin. At that point, Bob is not aware that the policeman is Jimmy, who
goes about on about his patrol, leaving the outlaw to wait for his friend. After a few
moments, another man appears. At first, Bob thinks he is Jimmy. Although Bob
cannot see the man too well in the dark, he notices that some things are off about
him. Eventually, the man reveals that he is a plainclothes officer taking Bob under
arrest. Before he does so, he hands Bob a note from the patrolman, who turns out
to be his former best friend and betrayer, Jimmy.

THEMES

Friendship

Bob clearly values the bonds of friendship that were forged between him and
Jimmy all those years ago. However, it seems some of the knots may have come
loose over the years that tied Jimmy to Bob.

Loyalty

Loyalties to people and ideas can sometimes be difficult to maintain, especially
when they are split between a person and an idea that might be close to our hearts.

Keeping their 20-year appointment to the minute, Bob's loyalty to Jimmy is
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obviously unwavering. However, now that he is a policeman, Jimmy's loyalties to
Bob and to the law are put to the test when he discovers his old friend is a wanted
fugitive.

Trust

Trust is a major theme in the story. It is clear that Bob is not able to trust Jimmy
when it comes to keeping him out of jail. By the end of the story, it does not seem
that Bob is able to trust Jimmy at all.

FIGURE OF SPEECH: IRONY

The expression of one's meaning by using language that normally signifies the
opposite, typically for humorous or emphatic effect. O. Henry is widely considered
as the master of irony. Most of his stories have unexpected endings.

E.g. I posted a video on YouTube about how boring and useless YouTube is.

The name of Britain’s biggest dog was “Tiny.”
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