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Topic: TENSES Note: To be done in 

the notebook 

 
The tense of a verb in a sentence helps us to express the time when the action  

took place. Tense is the ability of the verb to situate itself in time. The three basic times 

expressed by the verb are the present; the past and the future.  Verb tenses are further 

categorized in four subcategories.  

 

TYPES OF TENSES: 

 
 

TENSES LEARNT ----- AT A GLANCE 

PRESENT TENSES FORM EXAMPLES 

Simple Present Tense SUBJECT +VERB- 

S/ES  

He exercises every morning. 

The Earth is round. 

Present Continuous Tense S+IS/AM/ARE +V-ING Children are attending online 

classes now. 

COVID 19 is reducing slowly. 

Present Perfect Tense S+HAS/HAVE+V3 

(PAST PARTICIPLE) 

The Sun has set. 

The train has arrived. 

I have visited Dubai three times. 

 

PAST TENSES FORM EXAMPLES 

PAST

•SIMPLE

•CONTINUOUS

•PERFECT

•PERFECT 
CONTINUOUS

PRESENT

•SIMPLE

•CONTINUOUS

•PERFECT

•PERFECT 
CONTINUOUS

FUTURE

•SIMPLE

•CONTINUOUS

•PERFECT

•PERFECT 
CONTINUOUS
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Simple Past Tense SUBJECT + VERB 2 He completed his assignment last 

week. 

They played cricket yesterday. 

Past Continuous Tense S+WAS/WERE +V-ING Children were studying when the 

guests arrived.  

My father was working on the 

laptop this morning. 

Past Perfect Tense S+HAD+V3 (PAST 

PARTICIPLE) 

 

I had never seen such a beautiful 

garden before. 

Karan had prepared himself well 

for the interview. 

 

 

 

A LIST OF THREE FORMS OF FEW VERBS 

 

V1 
Base Form of Verb 

V2 
Past Simple 

V3 
Past Participle 

be (is, am, are) was, were been 

has/have had had 

become became become 

begin began begun 

win won won 

Write  wrote written 

rise rose risen 

stop stopped stopped 

buy bought bought 

sleep slept slept 

speak spoke spoken 

swim swam swum 

give gave given 

take took taken 

 

Exercises I - Read the sentences given below and underline the verbs. 

 

1. It usually rains every day here. 

2. It smells very delicious in the kitchen. 

3. I am listening to a very interesting historical account. 

4. They generally play together. 

5. We visit our grandparents every Sunday. 

6. She is leaving for Mumbai this evening. 

7. Does he write an email? 

8. The sun rises in the east. 

9. Just look at her, she is dancing so gracefully. 

10. She goes to work by car. 

Exercise II - Put the verbs in the correct form (Present Perfect Tense). 
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1) I (not / work) ------------------------- today. 

2) We (buy)--------------------- a new lamp. 

3) We ------------------- (not / plan) our holiday yet. 

4) He -------------------- (write) five letters. 

5) She --------------------(not / see) him for a long time. 

6) ------------------------(be / you) to Dubai? 

7) School -------------------- (not / start) yet. 

8) --------------------- (speak / he) to his boss? 

 

Exercise III - Underline the Simple Past and Past Continuous form of verbs in 

the following sentences. 

1. She left the school in 2018. 

2. He bought a new house last month. 

3. Did she clean her home? 

4. I read an interesting book last month. 

5. We did a lot of shopping at the shopping mall. 

6. He cut his finger and went to hospital. 

7. She finished her work at six o’clock. 

8. The rain stopped an hour ago. 

9. We were sitting outside while the planes were flying overhead. 

10. I was having a terrifying dream when the alarm clock went off at six 

o'clock this morning. 

11. While we were playing tennis, it started to rain. 

12. I was listening to music, so I didn't hear the phone ring. 

13. While she was sleeping, someone took her phone. 

14. I was making dinner when he arrived at my house this evening 

 

 

Exercise IV - Put the verbs in the correct form (Past Perfect Tense). 

1. When I arrived at the cinema, the film _________________(start). 

2. She _______________ (live) in Oman before she went to Thailand. 

3. The garden was dead because it ______________(be) dry all summer. 

4. We were late for the plane because we __________________(forget) our 

passports. 
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5. She told me she ____________(study) a lot before the exam. 

 

 

WEB RESOURCES: 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=8JOI2-AXGzg Introduction 

to Tenses 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TR5RcutMu7c Present Progressive 

Tense 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2X2SfLK3pM Present Tenses 

Contrast 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsW5sV3GMDM&t=83s Present 

Simple  and Present Continuous 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvoc5vDrb8E&list=PLcetZ6gSk96-

ZHfHIl2EZmzfwrbZeAulE&index=4 Present Perfect and Present 

Continuous 

  https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/59af322b5d2be5110001d40a/present-

tenses  
 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcVXHIyTXyI Present Perfect and 

Simple Past 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahZ5xyPKnQY  Simple Past Tense 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7tgtP4q-WM Past Continuous Tense 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3HRUtZCAa4 Past Perfect Tense 

 https://quizizz.com/join/quiz/5c556a3d2ffc38001a52877d/start?studentSha

re=true  
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