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Q1. Explain the features of democracy.  CBSE 2013/2015  

• The rulers elected by the people take all the major decisions . The final 
decision making power must rest with those elected by people. 

• Democracy must be based on free and fare elections . Those in power have a 
fair chance of losing the elections. 

• Each adult must citizen must have a right to vote and each vote must have equal 
value. There should be political equality.  

• A democratic government is limited by basic rules of constitution and 
citizen’s rights.   

Q2. Write down the demerits or disadvantages of democracy. CBSE   
         2011/2014/2016 

• Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to instability. 

• Democracy is all about competitions and power play. There is no scope for morality. 

• Elected do not know the best interest of the people. It leads to bad decisions. 

• Democracy leads to corruptions as it is based on competition 

• Ordinary people do not know what is best for them. So they take wrong decision. 
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Q3. “A democratic government is a more accountable form of government.” Justify.  

• Democracy is better than other form of government in responding to the needs of 
the people. 

• A non-democratic government may and can respond to the people’s needs but it 
all depends on the wishes of the people who are in power. 

• A democracy requires that the rulers have to attend to the needs of the people. 

Q4.  “Democracy improves the quality of decision making.” How?      CBSE  2011/2013 

• Democracy is based on consultations and decisions. 

• Democratic decisions always involve many people’s discussions and meetings. 

• When a number of people put their heads together, they are to be point out 
possible mistakes in any decision. 

• This reduces the chances of rash and irresponsible decisions, thus democracy 
improves the quality of decision making 

Q5. “Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts.” 

• In any society people are bound to have differences of opinions and interests. 

• The conflicts can be solved by brutal power. Whichever group is more powerful will 
dictate its terms and others haveto accept that. 

• But that would lead to resentment and unhappiness. 

• Democracy provides the only peaceful solution to this problem. Different groups 
can live with one another peacefully. 

Q6. “Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens.” Explain the statement. CBSE 2014 

• Democracy is based on the principle of political equality. 

• On recognizing that, the poorest and the least educated have the same status as 
the rich and the educated. 

• People are not the subjects of a ruler, they are rulers themselves. 

• When they make mistakes, they are responsible for their conduct. 

Q7.  What is representative democracy? Why do we need it? 
A majority is allowed to take decisions on behalf of all the people. The majority does not 
rule directly, they rule through their elected representatives. 

• Modern democracies involve such large no of people that it is physically impossible 
for them to sit together and take a decision. 

• The citizen does not have the time, desire or skill to take part in the government. 
 

Q8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explain the broader meaning of Democracy. 

• Democracy is the best available form of government. 

• However in broader sense it is not only the institution but it is a way of life. 

• It is rooted in our day to day life functioning where decisions are made that 
involves consultation with consent of all those who are affected by the decision. 

• This apply to a family , a community or even a government. 

• Thus it enables us to judge the present situation and its weaknesses and 
encourages marching towards betterment. 
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Q11 What are the merits of democracy? OR 

Democracy is better than any other form of government. Comment. CBSE 2015            

• A democratic government is a better form of government as it is a more 

accountable government. 

• Democracy improves the quality of decision making.  

• Democracy provides the methods to deal with differences and conflicts.  

• Democracy enhances the dignity of the individuals  

• Democracy is better than any other form of government because it allows 
to correct its own mistakes 

 

 

Q9 
 

Will change of leader strengthen democracy? Give reason in support of your answer 
NOTE: If your answer is yes, then you have to write the merits and if your answer is no, 
then you have to write the demerits. 
 
 

Q10 Differentiate between Democratic and Non -Democratic Government.              

Democratic Government  

• In a democracy people choose their own representatives.  

• People have fundamental rights.  

• Major decisions are taken by the elected leaders.  

• A democracy is based on a free and fair election.  

• In a democracy each adult citizen must have one vote and each vote 

must have one value. 

• A democratic government rules within limits set by constitutional law.  

Non-Democratic Government:  

• People cannot choose the ir own representatives.  

• People do not have any decision making power.  

• People do not have any rights.  

• There is no dignity of the individuals.  
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CARTOON EXPLANATION  
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