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Fill in the blanks

1 The caste system is a form of inequality.

2 A country’s customs, religions, arts and history constitute its culture.

3 People travelled in search of new lands and people.

4 When people travel to other places intermixing of cultures takes place.

5 Both Kerala and Ladakh were influenced by Chinese and Arab.

6 A British general opened fire on a public meeting in Jallianwalla Bagh on April 13, 1919.

7 The Discovery of India’ is a book by Jawahar Lal Nehru.

Il. Answer the following in brief.

1 Give an example of diversity in India.
All speak different languages in different parts of India.

2 Why did Samir Do, the paper boy, think the author did not know Hindi?
Samir Do, the paper boy, thought the author looked like a foreigner, so he could not know
Hindi.

3 Give one example to show why diversity is important in our lives.
If all had similar lives in aspects of region, religion, opportunities, etc., then writers would
lack innovation.

4 What is Ladakh known as?
Ladakh is known as Little Tibet.

Il Answer in detail.

1. ‘India is a country of many diversities’. Explain with examples.

One of the special features of India is that it is a country of many diversities. For example.

e We speak different languages, such as Hindi, Punjabi, Gujarati, etc.

e We eat different kinds of food, such as chawal, dal, Razma, idli, dosa, Roti, etc.

e We celebrate different festivals, such as Holi, Diwali, Id, Guru Parv, Christmas,
Baishakhi, etc.

e We practise different religions, such as Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, Christianity, etc.
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What does diversity add to our lives?
> Diversity is dissimilarity in the way of our life.
> Itis observed in religious functions, in festival, in language, etc.

» One thing is unique about diversity is that it teaches us to live and adjust ourselves in a
broad society. Our Constitution believes in respect to all human beings in a similar way.

> Diversity makes us tolerant and just. We know how to behave with other people belonging
to different caste, creed or culture.

How do we explain diversity?
e Diversity is the term that means range of different things.
e There are a number of festivals, languages, dresses, religions, etc. in India.

o Still people of India are Indians and they salute the one flag and sing one national
anthem. It is unity in diversity.
e Diversity occurs when we travel to different parts of the world

e Diversity also occurs due to geographical variations and natural calamities

How are history and geography tied in the cultural life of a region? Explain giving examples of
Kerala and Ladakh.
Kerala and Ladakh are quite different in terms of their geographical features.
e It was the geography of Kerala which made the possibility of spice cultivation there.
So far Ladakh in concerned, its special geographical location flourished the business
of wool collection among the Ladakhi people.
e The people of Ladakh carefully collect the wool of the sheep and sell it to the
traders from Kashmir.
e The history of both the regions has been affected with similar cultural influences.

o Both the regions were influenced by Chinese and Arab traders. Thus, we can say the
history and geography are often tied in the cultural life of a region.

State whether true or false

All Indians share the national anthem. TRUE

All Indians have the same national language. TRUE

The geography of Ladakh allows cultivation of spices. FALSE

Pt. Nehru was the first President of India. FALSE

Caste system is an example of diversity. FALSE

Kerala and Ladakh are in different parts of India. TRUE
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